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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 Buddhism has been played a major role in Korean thought and culture since its 
transmission at around the 5th century CE. In order to understand contemporary 
Buddhism, it is important to understand what Buddhism may be and how it has 
developed from early to modern period. This lecture surveys Buddhism and 
Buddhist Practice from ancient to modern Korea to provide the general picture of 
Buddhism in its original form and Buddhist Practice developed in the modern 
times. It also provides opportunities to visit various Korean Buddhist temples and 
important museums to experience Korean Buddhist culture and heritage. 

SCHEDULE 

DAY 1 
Introduction 
Introduction: Buddhism in the world 

DAY 2 
Understanding Indian Background 
Indo-European Language, Rebirth and Karma 

DAY 3 
Life of the Buddha 
Understanding the life story of the Buddha 

DAY 4 
Buddhist Culture I 
Buddhist art from early India to contemporary Korea 

DAY 5 
Buddhist Culture II 
Visiting Korean National Museum 

DAY 6 
Buddhist Practice I 
Asceticism and meditation (samatha and vipassana) 

DAY 7 
Buddhist Practice II 
Zen Meditation and Teibetan Buddhist Meditation 

DAY 8 
Korean Buddhism I 
Visiting Jogyesa Temple and Temple Museum, the headquarter of the 
Korean Buddhism 

DAY 9 
Korean Buddhism II 
Buddhism and contemporary Korean relation 

DAY 10 
Korean Buddhism III 
Modernity of Korean Buddhism/End term examination 
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EVALUATION  Attendance 30%, End-term-exam 30%, report 40% 

ASSIGNMENT 

 Select one of the following questions and submit your essay. 
Q1. Different interpretations on karma and rebirth in the early Indian  
religions, such as Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism. 
Q2.Explain Visualization meditation developed in Tibetan Buddhism 
Q3.Explain Vipassana Buddhist meditation practice.  
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